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Groundhog Facts

• Name: Also known as a woodchuck

• Weight: 12 to 15 pounds (Punxsutawney Phil weighs 20)

• Length: About 2 feet (excluding tail: about 6 inches)

• Litter 4 to 9

• Life span: 6 to 8 years

• Resides: Throughout most of Canada and the northeastern U.S.


• Hair: Thick, coarse and brownish colored

• Hibernate: yes

Source: encyclopedia.com
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 Our groundhog didn't see shadow
By Pete Skiba
pskiba@news-press.com 
Originally posted on February 03, 2006
A new girl in town is knocking the pants off the boys and shooting to become a champion weather prognosticator.

Mona the groundhog came from Georgia to star in the first Shell Factory and Nature Park Groundhog Day event in North Fort Myers on Thursday.

Mona did not see her shadow and predicted a mild winter for Southwest Florida residents, meaning more beach time, blue skies and 70-degree days. 

The prediction contradicted that well-known forecaster to the north, Pennsylvania's Punxsutawney Phil, who saw his shadow.

"Phil predicted six more weeks of winter. He has a 100-percent record of being right," said Mike Johnston of the city's Groundhog Club. "If you look on the calendar, spring comes six weeks after his prediction. Predicting a mild winter doesn't mean spring gets here any sooner." 

Winter in Pennsylvania, the Midwest and along the East Coast has been unseasonably warm, with little snow and record-breaking temperatures. 

Pam Cronin, a Shell Factory official, said Mona might be a traitor for predicting an early end to winter.

"I want it cold up north so that people will come down here," Cronin said.

About 100 people turned out to watch Mona at what was sort of a formal affair. County officials such as Sheriff Mike Scott turned out in tuxedos with shorts and sneakers. 

Many of the people at the show were from Punxsutawney. They either winter here or have moved permanently.

Kim Geiger of Cape Coral graduated from Punxsutawney Area High School and brought her diploma to prove it. 

"It is too cold in Punxsutawney," Geiger said. "This is better. Here we never have six more weeks of winter."

Mona's shadow was a welcome sight for Shell Factory officials. The nature park had ordered a groundhog last week but prairie dogs arrived instead. A second order for a groundhog was placed, and Mona finally arrived Wednesday.

"The prairie dogs have been sent back," said Shell Factory volunteer Richard L. Dunmire. "We used a real groundhog." 

The biggest laugh Thursday came at Shell Factory owner Tom Cronin's expense.

Singing the praises of the event, his pants slipped down to reveal formal black briefs suitable for someone wearing a tuxedo. 

Cronin didn't lose a beat as he asked Lee County Commissioner Tammy Hall to hold his pants up from behind so he could ask everyone to sing "Happy Birthday" to the Massey twins.

Carroll and Albert Massey of North Fort Myers were dressed in tails for their 76th birthday.
They kept their pants on. 

